Showmen’s Campaign Plan for 


oe 


An Exploitation Sensation 
from WARNER BROS. 


YOU DON’T HAVE TO DIG FOR SPECIAL SELLING 
SLANTS TO PUT OVER ‘BLACKWELL’S ISLAND’... 
THEY'RE ALL HERE GROUPED IN 3 SALIENT POINTS 


No. 2 ee: pl 

'S Marquee 3 Pi 
mes: — 

GARFIELD, that amic — 

Daughters _ 


Stard thas 
do = 
year, . m this 


-and STAN 
FIELDS, a new a 


OT Screen Villain 
most dangerous 
When he’s laugh. 
'N§ hardest 


JOHN GARFIELD |) 
BLACKWELL ISLAND’ || 


ROSEMARY LANE - STANLEY FIELDS 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN ° Screen Play by Crane Wilbur 


Original Story by Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz - A First National Picture 


Here Are All The Important 
Selling Points Combined 
In One Bis Ad 


BUT EVERY SCREAMING WORD IS TRUE! 
There was such a place as 


BLACKWELLS 
STAND =: 


A REPORTER AS 

TIM HAYDON! 

And his was the startling 
A dreaded prison in the world’s greatest city, | ... and turned it into the 
helpless in the hands of a ruthless crime | modelinstitutionitistoday! 
Czar who ruled from behind prison bars! 


story that blew the lid off 
Starring J O by N 


Garfield 


THERE WAS SUCH 
with A GANGSTER AS 
ROSEMARY LANE BULL BRANSOM! 


That wasn’t his name... 


STANLEY FIELDS 


but you’ve seen him in the 


papers! Cunning, vicious, 


“AIS ’ 

Rupp Directed by WILLIAM McGANN - Screen Play by Crane Wilbur + Original Story by Crane he made Blackwell’s Island 

WY Wilbur and Lee Katz + A First National Picture + Presented by WARNER BROS. more feared than Alcatraz! 
Mat 402 — 111% inches x 4 cols. (644 lines) —60c 
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JOHN 


Garfield 


Bares the Startling Truth Abo 


AN EMPIRE OF CRIME BEHIND 
GRAY PRISON WALLS...IN THE SHADOW 
OF NEW YORK’S TOWERING SKYSCRAPERS! 


The World Didn't Believe Such Things Could Be True! 
Keepers taking orders from convicts... prisoners paying 
tribute to a convict czar... buying beds, cigarettes, even 
food from the rottenest racketeers in all criminal history! 


with 


ROSEMARY LANE 
STANLEY FIELDS 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN 
Screen Play by Crane Wilbur 


Original Story by Crane Wilbur and 


Lee Katz A First National Picture 


Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Mat 304 — 11% inches x 3 cols. (471 lines) — 45c 
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John 


Garfield 


BLASTS» 


He risked his life to ex- 
pose the shameful truth— 
that America harbored 
a jail where convicts 
had to pay for beds, 
for food, for life itself! 


Your ‘Four Daugh- 
ters’ discovery blaz- 
es up the road te 
fame in a drama 
that explodes with 
action... and 
blasts with thrills! 


The rottenest prison on earth... 
in the biggest city in the world! 


with 


ROSEMARY LAN 


and the sensational new scene-stealer 
day is a memorial to those 


STANLEY FIELDS | Sananseree.ter 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN .- Screen Play by Crane fered in its predecessor! 
Wilbur + Original Story by Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz « A First 


National Picture - Presented by WARNER BROS. 


The model, up-to-date 
prison that exists here to- 


He was dictator of 
the most incredible 
sacket that ever 
Shocked this nation! 


Mat 108 
5% inches (80 lines) — 15c 


Mat 305 — 6 inches x 3 cols. (225 lines) — 45c 


THIS AD ALSO IN FOUR-COLUMN SIZE 
Order Mat 401 — 7 inches x 4 cols. (412 lines) —- 60c 


This man ruled 2500 

tortured souls—made 

them pay tribute to 
him... or die! 


A jail where keepers took their orders 
from convict bosses ...where prison- 
ers bought their beds, cells, even 
food from a ruthless crime dictator! 


with 
Directed by WILLAM 

a McGANN - Screen Play by ROSEMARY LANE 
~ Crane Wilbur - Original Story 

by Crane Wilbur and Lee STAN LEY FIELDS 


Katz + A First Nat’! Picture Presented by WARNER BROS. 


This film is a tribute to 


those brave men who 


built a model prison out of 


the racket-ridden ruins 


of Blackwell’s Island! 


Mat 301 — 6% inches x 3 cols. (282 lines) — 45c 
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They Made Him A Criminal 


Itwas the rottenest prison 


on earth...a century-old 


ROSEMARY LANE 
STANLEY FIELDS 


A hew type of screen villain ... most 
dangerous when he’s laughing hardest! 


dungeon ruled by a ruth- 


less crime-czar! It is now 


a model institution, a 
monument to the men 


who risked their lives to 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN 
Screen Play by Crane Wilbur * Original Story by 
Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz « A First Nat'l Picture 


Presented by WARNER BROS. 


expose its predecessor! 


WARNER BROS 


Mat 303 — 9% inches x 3 cols. (402 lines) — 45c 


JOHN 


Bares the : 
Startling Truth 
About 


G@) ROSEMARY LANE - STANLEY FIELDS - pirected ty WiLtiam McGANN ores 


\ 
WY Play by Crane Wilbur «+ Original Story by Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz « A First National Picture « Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Mat 306 — 2 inches x 3 cols. (84 lines) —- 45c 
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EVERY SCREAM IS TRUE! | 


oe ced 


... where a convict crime-czar 
ruled 2500 tortured souls! 
...where keepers took orders 
from prisoner-bosses! 
... where you had to buy the 
right to live....in jail! 


with 


ROSEMARY LANE-STANLEY FIELDS 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN - Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Screen Play by Crane Wilbur - Original Story by Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz 
A First National Picture 3 


Mat 210 — 6 inches x 2 cols. (168 lines) — 30c 


Criminal 
But Now. 


The model prison 
that stands on this 
island today is a 

tribute to the men who 
risked their lives to expose 
the evils of its predecessor. 


with 


F  |ROSEMARY LANE 
ee new in écere STANLEY FIELDS 


stealers...that’ Directed by WILLIA 
Directed by WILLIAM McGANN ° 5 ats sds aba Li enti 
Screen Play by Crane Wilbur « Original Story by F ; eld $, Cri me Cc zar of Presented by WARN ER BROS. 
Crane Wilbur & Lee Katz « A First Nat’! Picture Blackwell’s Island! Sereen Play by Crane Wilbur ¢ Original Story by 
Presented by WARNER BROS. Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz © A First Nat'l Picture 


ROSEMARY 


LANE 
STANLEY FIELDS 


Mat 212 — 13% inches x 2 cols. (388 lines) —~- 30c 


Mat 107 
6% inches (93 lines) — 15c 
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tears aside the veil of secrecy from 


« Price List » 


Outside Rooms . $20.00 per week 
Ma eS. 1.00 per week 


Blankets . . . 3.00 per week 
Steak . : aces 4.50: per al 
Radio 

Cigarettes. 

Sandwiches 


Payable In Advance 
To Convict #847639 


The up-to-date, 
model prison that 
exists on the island 
today is a monu- 
ment to the men 
who risked their 
lives to expose 
its predecessor! 


with 


This is ROSEMARY LANE 
tanley Fields STANLEY FIELDS 


-+- Most dan- Directed by WILLIAM McGANN 
gerous when Screen Play by Crane Wilbur « Original Story 
e’s laughing by Crane Wilbur &Lee Katz « A First Nat'l Picture 


hardest! Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Mat 302 — 8 inches x 3 cols. (336 lines) — 45c 


Dedicated to the model, up-to-date 
prison that now stands on the “Island” 


exposes the shocking true story of 


Blackwell’ 


with 
ROSEMARY Directed by 


L AN F WM. McGANN 


STANLEY gente by 
= WARNER 
FIELDS BROS. 


convicts We ie 
gtrous racket : 


Screen Play by Crane Wilbur - Original Story by 
Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz - A First National Picture 


Mat 211 — 5 inches x 2 cols. (140 lines) —- 30c 
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JOHN GARFIELD 


the ‘rottenest prison on earth’! 


ROSEMARY LANE e STANLEY FIELDS 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN « Screen Play by Crane 
Wilbur ¢ Original Story by Crane Wilbur & Lee Katz ¢ A First 
National Picture « Presented by WARNER BROS. 


2% inches (33 lines) 


ROSEMARY LANE > STANLEY FIELDS -pirected by WILLIAM McGANN. screen Play by Crane 


"Wilbur » Original Story by Crane Wilbur & Lee Katz «A First National Picture » Presented by WARNER BROS. 


THE ‘FOUR DAUGHTERS’ DISCOVERY 
IN A NEW STARTLING PERFORMANCE! 


JOHN GARFIELD 


BLACKWELIS 
ISLAND 


ROSEMARY LANE »STANLEY FIELDS 
wer» Oral hry by rae Wer wha ©" a 


National Picture « Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Mat 214 — 2% inches x 2 cols. (66 lines) — 30c 


13% inches (26 lines) 


THESE TWO:ADS 
ON ONE MAT 
ORDER MAT 111 — 15c 


the whole incredible set-up 
where guards were stooges fora ” 
crime-dictator! Where prisoners 
were forced to pay for food, 
beds, the right to live—in jail! 


BLACKW 


ISLAND 


the rottenest prison on earth — 
in the biggest city in the world! 


sont JOHN 


Garfield 


easter lal), : sibel oe THIS MAN DARED THIS MAN DARED 


Screen Play by Crane Wilbur + Original Story by Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz run this brutal rack- expose the shameful 
A First National Picture } ls re i 
et—until the lav truth — at the risk of 
hort BoA tT Rk caught up with him! his life! 


exposes ‘the rottenest prison 
on earth’... to establish the 
model institution it is today! 


with 


Mat 217 — 4% inches x 2 cols. (124 lines) —- 30c ROSEMARY 
LANE 


STANLEY D> 
FIELDS 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN «Screen Play by Crane 
Wilbur « Original Story by Crane Wilbur and Lee KatzeA First 


National Picture - Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Mat 208 — 9% inches x 2 cols. (272 lines) —- 30c 


[9] 


John Garfield 


discovers that 


: Is Torn Wid 
Open by 1939’s ° 


Most Sensa- 
tional Star! 


sphecangaltp TOUGHER T 
satan ALCATRAZ! 


model prison He ruled 2500 convicts .. pin 


it is today! from behind prison bars! 4 ROSEMARY LANE 
STANLEY FIELDS 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN 


ROSEMARY LANE. STANLEY FIELDS , yc 


Screen Play by Crane Wilbur ¢ Original Story by Crane 


Wilbur and Lee Katze A First National Picture 7 a & . 4 os 


Mat 213 — 4% inches x 2 cols. (124 lines) — 30c Mat 110 
42 inches (60 lines) — 15c 


Discovers an Empire of Crime 
Behind Prison Bars... 


| STANLEY FIELDS 
Directed by WILLIAM McGANN ey 
Presented by WARNER BROS... W 


Screen Play by Crane Wilbur « Original Story by 
Crane Wilbur & Lee Katz + A First Nat’! Picture 


THEATRE 2500 convicts in 
revolt against the 

Mat 112 most vicious rack- 
4% inches (58 lines) — 15c of evar sonsaines 
... bringing to the 
screen the dynamite 
blast of the year! 


Dedicated to the model institu- 
tion that rose from the ruins of 
the ‘“‘rottenest prison on earth’’! 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN - Presented by WARNER BROS. 
Screen Play by Crane Wilbur ¢ Original Story by Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz 
A First National Picture 


Mat 209 —~ 7% inches‘x.2 cols; (210: lines} ——-30e 
[10] 


JOHN, G 


Bares the ge 
Startling Truth 


ARFIELD 
BLACKWELIS=ISLE 


ROSEMARY LANE STANLEY FIELDS : pirected by WILLIAM McGANN «screen 


Play by Crane Wilbur + Original Story by Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz + A First National Picture + Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Mat 216 — 1% inches x 2 cols. (38 lines) — 30c 


But Every Scream- 
ing Word Is True! 


JOHN 


Garfielc 


BLACKWELIS 
_ ISLAND’ 


ROSEMARY LANE «STANLEY FIELDS 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN « Screen Play by Crane 
Wilbur ¢ Original Story by Crane Wilbur & Lee Katz « A First 
National Picture > Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Mat 109 
3% inches (46 lines) — 15c 


JOHN GARFIELD. ayy 


discovers that 


xs 1S 


Was Tougher than Alcatraz! 
Gu) ROSEMARY LANE STANLEY FIELDS-irected by WILLIAM McGANN.soreen Play by Crane 


WY Wilbur « Original Story by Crane Wilbur & Lee Katz +A First National Picture» Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Mat 215 — 2 inches x 2 cols. (54 lines) — 30c 


Official Billing 
WARNER BROS. 40% 


Pictures, Inc. Presents 5% 


JOHN GARFIELD 
"BLACKWELL'S ISLAND” 


100% 


100% 


with 


ROSEMARY LANE e STANLEY FIELDS 


50% 
Directed by William McGann 20% 


Screen Play by Crane Wilbur 3% 
Original Story by Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz 2% 


A First National Picture 3% 


VITAPHON: 
TRAILER 
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In the Shadow of 
New York's Skyscrapers .. an Em- 
pire of Crime behind Prison Walls! 


This is 
STANLEY 
FIELDS 


A New 
Kind of 
Movie 
Gangster! 


with 


ROSEMARY LANE 


Directed by WILLIAM McGANN 

Screen Play by Crane Wilbur « Original 

Story by Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz 
A First National Picture 


Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Mat 106 
82 inches (119 lines) — 15c 


Vitaphone Shorts 


‘PORKY’S TIRE TROUBLE’ begins 
when he goes to work in a rubber 
factory. It’s a fast-paced story and 
our hero has plenty on the ball in this 
one. 4808 — Looney Tunes — 7 
mins. 


° 


‘HOME CHEAP HOME?’ proves that 
you never get anything free. Henry 
Armetta and his family are given a 
home — for almost nothing. The 
‘almost’ proves almost fatal. A riot! 
4023 — Broadway Brevities —- 20 
mins. 


° 


“MECHANIX ILLUSTRATED’ — as 
good as the first of the series, de- 
scribing skeet-shooting, novel flowers, 
and the making of gold leaf. In Nat- 
ural Color, this unusually interesting 
short strikes a beautiful color con- 
trast. 4607 — The Color Parade — 
10 mins. 


‘A FAT CHANCE’ — of having a 
single dull moment with jovial Johnny 
Perkins. Tips the scales with talent 
and fun. Dancing, singing, and some 
clever income tax dodging. But all in 
fun. 4024 — Broadway Brevities — 
20 mins. 


TECHNICOLOR CARTOON — and 
the missing color is gold. A fast- 
paced action comedy about the old 
gold rush days as they never hap- 
pened. Stake yourself to a bonanza 
of howls. 4512 —— Merrie Melodies 


— 7 mins. 


8 


CLYDE McCOY AND ORHESTRA — 
renowned ‘Sugar Blues’ outfit, just 
about the best thing in real stompin’ 
stuff. You can’t sit still when these 
boys start to romp — they’re really 
wicked. 4712 —- Melody Masters — 
10 mins. 


RACKETS’ EVIDENCE WANTED 


In advance of opening, a large box is set up in 
lobby with this copy: “The police want evi- 
dence that will expose local rackets.”’ Patrons 
to deposit any information they have in sealed 
box which is turned over to Police Department 
during run of picture. Have local paper cover 
this for story and pictures. Scenes and copy on 
“Blackwell’s Island” is on sides of box. 


FIND DOUBLE y 


Contest is run in coopera- 
tion with local newspaper 
which prints photo of Gar- 
field along with those of 
the best entries each day. 
Final selections are made 
at your theatre. 


SEE: a@jall where one man 
ruled 2500 tortured souls! 


WINCHELL BLOW-UP 


Walter Winchell’s column 
of February 24th called 
“Things | Never Knew ’Til 
Now (About Prisons and 
Prisoners) ’’ makes a swell 
display piece for lobby 
or front. Surround with 
scene stills and copy. 


SEE: an empire of crime 
behind prison walls . 
the world’s biggwat ci ae 


three sheet. 


TIE IN WITH WELFARE GROUPS 


Welfare groups will be interested in “Blackwell’s 
Island,” so include them in your direct mail cam- 
paign. They often supply local prisons with used 
books and magazines. Ask your patrons to contrib- 
ute gifts of similar nature which you can send to 
these organizations. Also you might arrange to 
have leading members of welfare groups inter- 
viewed over local radio station. Representative ex- 
plains what their organizations are doing to prevent 
racketeering in the community. 


of looking behind prison bars. 


SENSATION 


JOHN GARFIELD 


- MODE ghee 


GARFIELD 


EXPOSES THE 


Beis 


‘SEE’ DISPLAY with plenty of punch is this lobby board. Gives effect 
Large head of Garfield is cut out of 
Flasher lights could be placed behind stills. 
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os EXPOSE S “PREDECESSOR! 


DISPLAY ACTUAL PHOTOS OF ISLAND 


You can play up the picture’s realism by borrow- 
ing real photos of Blackwell’s Island from local 
newspaper morgue and displaying them in your 
lobby and on your front together with stills from 
the film. Also display photos of notorious criminals 
(borrow from local newspaper morgue) mounted 
on lobby board together with stills of film’s racket- 
eers. Spot this line: ‘Based upon official investiga- 
tion which wiped out forever the rottenest prison 
on earth and replaced it with a model institution!” 


TWO MAN STREET BALLYHOO 


One dressed as a prison guard; the other in stripes, 
as a prisoner. The guard is in chains and followed 
by the ‘prisoner’ who smokes big cigar and carries 
sawed-off shot gun. Placards explain. 


BOOK TIE-IN 


Books about prison life, 
crime and rackets can be 
used for displays in win- 
dows; on counters of book 
stores and in rental libra- 
ries. Furnish ‘ ‘action”’ 
stills, blowups etc. 


TAKES YOU BEHIND PRISON BARS 
TO REVEAL THE TERRIBLE TRUTH OF 


| BLACKWELLS ISLAND’ 


NT TL TRE 


SEE: & jail where heeprrs 
took their orders from fe 
convict bosses! = 


USE PEEPHOLE 


Lobby box has words: IM- 
POSSIBLE! FANTASTIC! 
UNBELIEVABLE! IN- 
CREDIBLE! emblazoned 
across front with small 
aperture under large ar- 


| hblast the lid off the rotte 
a: eet prison an earth! 


row. Patrons are invited 
to look inside box which 
shows scenes from film. 


INQUIRING REPORTER GOES TO WORK 


Might arrange to have local inquiring reporter in- 
terview prominent civic officials: mayor, chief of 
police, district attorney, etc., regarding racketeer- 
ing and the part the press plays in helping rid the 
community of such crooks by exposing them. Pass- 
ersby might be queried: ‘Are prisoners in modern 
prisons coddled too much; do they lead a compara- 
tive life of ease and comfort?”’ Those interviewed 
are given guest passes to ‘“Blackwell’s Island.” 
Also try to spot question on local vox pop program. 


in your EXPLOITATION! 


PUT ON ‘CRIME PREVENTION WEEK’ 


“Crime Prevention Week’ in cooperation with 
city officials, editor of town’s leading paper. Boys’ 
clubs, scout troops and similar groups are enlisted 
to report misdemeanors to police authorities. Place 
posters in shops, schools, on bulletin boards, etc. 
As film shows power of the press in exposing rack- 
eteers, support of local dailies is in order. 


WARDEN TALKS 


Invite warden of local 
prison to see picture; use 
his comments condemn- 
ing conditions depicted in 
film and of course explain- 
ing the ideal conditions 


e e ‘< 9 : s 
ns’. D | 
existing at the local ‘pens Bier | 
FOR FOOD, FO 
| THE BIGHT T 
| LIVE —INJAL 
| SEESTHE SHOCK 
TRUE-STORY O 
TRE MOST 
| MONSTROUS RAC 
| THAT MAN EV 
i; CONCEIVED 
FARES PHTIRE: 
TO TBE MORE 
OH 


SHOW REAL STORY 


Try to get local paper to 
dig into their files for the 
story it broke on the 


Lk 
Blackwell’s Island scandal. 


\ JOHN GARFIEL 


"BLACKWELL'S 


SCRIBES TOUR LOCAL JAIL 


Student scribes visit local city, county and state 
jails. Following tour the studes write “feature 


stories’’—what they saw and what their reac- 
tions were. Best stories are published in co- 
operating newspaper and students get passes 
to see ‘“Blackwell’s Island.” 


TEARS ASIDE THE VEIL FINGERPRINTING 
OF SECRECY FROM 

ISLA! : Fingerprinting in the lob- 

“ Ee by under the auspices of 


local police was a popular 
promotional activity in 
“‘Alcatraz’’ campaign. 
Might stand repeating. 


TEASER CARDS 


Pass out teaser cards with 
copy: “You are sentenced 
to ‘Blackwell’s Island’ for 
the thrill of your life! 
The words ‘Blackwell’s 


Display in lobby along 
with strong selling copy. 


MINIATURE PRISON CELL built of compoboard with small cot, 
blanket and radio inside puts across unusual angle. Head of Garfield 
can be cut out of the three sheet. Scene stills are posted on sides 
of display. Strong spot light creates deep shadow effect. 


Island for life’ are punch- 
ed out boldly. 


SURPRINT NEWSPAPER SCAREHEADS 


Front page headlines of prison breaks or sensation- 
al racket exposes tie in timely to exploit “Black- 
well’s Island.”’ Surprint in bold red ink on “‘Bull- 
dog” editions of local papers: ‘See the most in- 
credible racket that ever shocked this nation — 
‘Blackwell’s Island’ now at the Strand!’’ Newsies 
yell “Extra!” and pass ’em out on busy street cor- 
ners, barber shops, athletic stadiums, etc. 


NICE WORK — FRANK STARZ! 


A touring crime exhibit played an important 
part in the “Alcatraz”? campaign put on by 
Frank Starz head exploiteer for the Interstate 
Circuit. Stunt had cooperation of local papers 


as well as police. Inside large auto trailer is a 
display of pictures giving complete history of 
big shot crime and racketeers, together with 
display of implements used by the criminals. 
Not forgetting ample plugs for picture showing. 
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BLOW UP ADS TO EXPLOIT FILM 


A glance at the ad section will reveal some excel- 
lent blow-up possibilities which pack a real wallop 
for the lobby, front, and away-from-the-theatre sit- 
uations. The three and four column ads are espe- 
cially suited for this purpose. They’re the right 
proportions; have the copy punch and forceful art 
to put across the picture in slick style. 


THIS MAN 
DARED 
EXPOSE THE 
SHAMEFUL 
TRUTH AT 
THE RISK OF 


THIS MAN 
DARED 


CONDUCT A 

MONSTROUS 
RACKET FROM 
INSIDE PRISON 


WALLS! zie a cal HIS LIFE! 


THE WHOLE INCREDIBLE SET-UP WHERE GUARDS. 

WERE STOOGES FOR A CRIME DICTATOR! WHERE 

PRISONERS WERE FORCED TO PAY FOR FOOD, 
BEDS, THE RIGHT TO LIVE—IN JAIL! 


NOW WIPED OUT FOREVER AND IN ITS PLACE STANDS 


STANLEY FIELDS A MODEL AND UP-TO-DATE PRISON. JOHN GARFIELD 


a3 


SEE THE DYNAMITE ACT/ON PICTURE OF 1939 ! 


LOBBY BOARD with emphasis on John Garfield and Stanley Fields. 
Use flasher behind smear which is made of transparent paper. 


PULL ’EM IN WITH THESE STUNTS 


TRY THIS ON A STORE WINDOW 


Strips of black paper are used on windows to 
give suggestion of prison bars. Handcuffs, pis- 
tols, knives, blackjacks, machine guns and simi- 
lar gadgets along with stills and posters on the 
picture are also displayed. 


ESCAPE ARTIST AT WORK 


Escape artist breaks free from chains, handcuffs, 
straight-jackets, etc., in your lobby or in front of 
theatre. Announce stunt in newspapers and have 
photogs on hand to shoot pictures of man in action. 


BOOST GARFIELD’S FORMER HITS 


Lobby displays should include one boosting Gar- 
field’s former successes: ‘Four Daughters” and 
“They Made Me A Criminal.” Scenes from these 
films are shown together with large blowup of 
Garfield in “Blackwell’s Island.”’ 


PICTURE OF 
A SHOWMAN’S FRONT 


This is how Norman Elston makes 
the N. Y. Globe front sell tickets 
for him as fast as the ticket ma- 
chine will work . . . No need fo 
go into detail description — just 
clip photo and hand to your sign 
man with this note: ‘Please copy.’ 


SHOW PRISON EQUIPMENT IN LOBBY 


Display of prison equipment always gets attention. 
Local police department can supply guns, hand- 
cuffs, chains, leg arms, straight-jackets, convict 
uniforms, tin tableware used in mess halls, etc. On 
a separate board set up a display of modern ap- 
paratus used to track down racketeers. 


LOCAL SCRIBE TALKS ON RACKETS 


Try to plant a series of articles in local paper; or 
radio interview in which star reporter of local paper 
tells some thrilling stories about crime reporting 
and racket exposes, plugging show at the same time. 


TIE IN RADIO ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Arrange with local radio station to spot an- 
nouncements before and after the following 


national radio programs, to reach audiences in- 
terested in “gangster stories”: “Big Town’’— 
WABC, Tuesdays, 8 P.M.; ‘‘Gangbusters”— 
WAEBC, Wednesdays, 8 P. M. 


‘ESCAPED CONVICT’ HUNT 


Photo of ‘escaped’ convict is posted in lobby, on 
poles, fences, etc., and published in newspaper 
with full description and clues as to where he will 
appear at different hours of the day. Persons iden- 
tifying the ‘convict’ is rewarded with a pair of 
ducats to see “Blackwell’s Island.” 
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ADVANCE PUBLICITY —“BLACKWELL’S ISLAND” 


Stanley Fields 
Appearing in “Blackwell’s Island” opening at Strand Friday. 


John Garfield 


Old Blackwell's Island 
Den Of Vice And Crime 


*“Blackwell’s Island,” the Warner Bros. picture star- 
ring John Garfield, which opens next Friday at the Strand 
Theatre, is based on the cleanup of New York’s city jail 
back in 1934, when Welfare Island, formerly known as 
Blackwell’s Island, housed all the short-term prisoners 
sentenced from the great metropolis. 


The screen production shows 
how big shot racketeers sent up 
to Blackwell’s virtually ruled the 
grim hulk of a prison; how they 
had their own servants, their own 
special food, their own entertain- 
ment inside the penitentiary 
walls. It shows how a young re- 
porter — played by Garfield — 
got himself sentenced to the Isl- 
and so he could gather first-hand 
information and expose the 
“worst prison in the world.” And 
it re-enacts the spectacular raid 


that put an end to the evil con- 


ditions. 

The raid occurred back in Feb- 
ruary, 1934, when a considerable 
supply of narcotics was uncover- 
ed, together with hypodermic 
needles, blackened spoons and 
gouges with which inmates with- 
out syringes gashed themselves in 
order to administer narcoties. 

Sixty-eight prisoners, the com- 
missioner found, virtually ruled 
the penitentiary. They had or- 
ganized “rackets” within the pri- 
son walls, selling choice vegeta- 
bles and meats to 500 of the in- 
mates who were able to pay for 
them. The rest of the 1200 pri- 
soners had to exist on greasy cold 
stews. 


| Special Favors | 


The “ring” sold narcotics, pro- 
vided moneyed prisoners with 
clothing stolen from newcomers, 
even participated in the granting 
of paroles. The members of the 
“ring” lived in two hospital 
wards, which they had furnished 
to their taste, including radios, 
phonographs, a private bar and 


other incidentals. One of the two 
kingpins of the “ring” even had 
his own barber shop and a barber 
to shave him. He kept his police 
dog in the prison and was able 
to obtain passes enabling him to 
leave the prison at will. 

The two king-pins had private 
telephone wires to their head- 
quarters in Manhattan and, in 
case these failed, they could al- 
ways resort to their homing pig- 
eons. One maintained a cote of 
100 in his dormitory while the 
other had 200 pigeons on top a 
prison storehouse. 


Famous Reporter 
Garfield’s “Ghost” 


The newspaper stories John 
Garfield dictates to his paper in 
Warner Bros.’ “Blackwell’s Isl- 
and” should have the ring of au- 
thenticity. They were written by 
Joseph Jefferson O’Neill, veteran 
journalist, whom Stanley Walker, 
former city editor of the New 
York Herald-Tribune, described 
in his book, “City Editor,” as one 
of the twelve outstanding report- 
ers of American newspaper his- 
tory. 

In, “Blackwell’s Island,’ which 
opens at the Strand Theatre next 
Friday, Garfield portrays a young 
reporter who gets himself sen- 
tenced to jail in order to investi- 
gate and expose corrupt condi- 
tions on the island of the same 
name, 

Others in the cast include Rose- 
mary Lane, Dick Pureell, Victor 
Jory and Stanley Fields. 
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(Lead) 


John Garfield Proves His Right 
To Stardom In “‘Blackwell’s Island’’ 


John Garfield, undoubtedly the most impressive newcomer to the screen of the 
past year, who gave further indication of his rise to stardom in the recent “They 
Made Me a Criminal,” has the starring role in “Blackwell’s Island,” a Warner Bros. 
picture based upon the fantastic jail scandal that shocked New Yorkers several years 
ago, which opens next Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


It is Garfield’s third motion 
picture. Brought to Hollywood 
after having won considerable ac- 
claim by a series of brilliant per- 
formances in New York. stage 
productions, Garfield made _ his 
film debut in the unforgettable 
“Four Daughters.” Technically 
his was a mere supporting role 
but his portrayal was so compel- 
ling and so moving that he was 
immediately acclaimed the screen 
“find” of the year. 


| Again A Star | 


Naturally, the Warner studio 
was happy and willing to appease 
the public demand for more of 
young Garfield, and “Blackwell’s 
Island” is the second of a series 
of productions lined up for him 
in which he will be the main 
character in the story as well as 
the dominant personality on the 
screen, 


The situation on which “Black- 
well’s Island” is based is familiar 
to newspaper readers throughout 
the country, for the 1934 clean-up 
of the New York City jail on 
what is now known as Welfare 
Istand disclosed an amazing tale 
of “big shot” prisoners running 
the jail to suit themselves, liv- 
ing in luxury and coming and 
going as they pleased. 


In the screen play, written by 
Crane Wilbur from an original 
story by himself and Lee Katz, 
Garfield is a reporter who gets 
fired from his paper at the vir- 
tual order of a local political 
boss who is the man behind a 
vicious mob of racketeers headed 


| by Stanley Fields. 


| Goes After Gang | 


He gets a new job and con- 
tinues to write up the nefarious 
activities of the Fields mob. In 
the meantime he has also fallen 
in love with the sister, played 
by Rosemary Lane, of a police- 
man friend, played by Dick Pur- 
cell. 

The latter’s fearless testimony 
in a criminal trial results in 
Fields being sentenced to Black- 
well’s Island. There the gang 
leader virtually takes over the 
running of the prison from the 
hands of the warden. In fact, he 
not only enjoys luxurious quarters 
but organizes the prison into a 
huge racket. 

One day Fields and some pals 
leave the jail to “get” Purcell. 
They do, but before the police- 
man dies he tells his sister and 
the reporter who his murderers 
are. 

Determined to bring to light 
the corrupt conditions on Black- 
well’s Island, Garfield gets him- 
self sentenced there for slugging 
a corrupt county prosecutor. At 
the jail he is made the victim 
of persecutions intended to end 
in his death. But he escapes and 
goes to the new and honest com- 
missioner of correction with his 
evidence. 


| Stage Raid | 


The commissioner stages a raid 
on the prison. The prisoners are 
caught open handed, and meet 
their just deserts. Garfield gets 
a scoop for his paper and, of 
course, the girl. 

In addition to the actors 
named, other important roles are 
taken by Victor Jory, Morgan 
Conway, Granville Bates, An- 
thony Averill, Peggy Shannon 
and Charley Foy. The production 
was directed by William McGann, 
who proved his ability to turn 
out a good prison picture by his 
direction of “Aleatraz Island.” 
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John Garfield 


Mat 207—30c 


Sensational new star in “Blackwell’s Island,’ coming to the Strand. 


John Garfield Never 
Reads Own Publicity 


It will never be said of John Garfield, as it has been 
said of so many film celebrities, that he is beginning to 


believe his own publicity. 


Garfield, the brilliant 27-year-old dramatic actor who 
is acknowledged to be the greatest screen discovery of 
the last three years, disclosed on the set of his current 
Warner Bros. production, “Blackwell’s Island,” which 
opens Friday at the Strand Theatre, that for the last three 
and one-half years he has had a “department of censor- 
ship” in his home which precludes any possibility of be- 
coming important in his own opinion. 


The department, which is con- 
ducted by the actor’s wife, Ro- 
berta, functions on the theory 
that seeing is believing and if 
you don’t see it you can’t believe 
it. 

Garfield hasn’t seen one of his 
own press clippings in three-and- 
a-half years. 
His wife censors 
every magazine 
and newspaper 
that comes into 
their home. 
And whenever 
she sees a ref- 
erence to her 
husband, her 
scissors go into 
action and out 
it comes. 

“As a matter 
of fact,” Gar- 
field says, “I seldom read a news- 
paper or magazine anyhow, so the 
censorship is purely a precau- 
tionary measure.” 
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Garfield is deadly serious in his 
attitude toward publicity. “I 
don’t see how even the sanest in- 
dividual in the motion picture 
business could keep a level head 
in such a highly-publicized busi- 
ness if he reads everything that’s 
written about him,’ he says. 
“When a person sees his name 
constantly in print he can’t very 
well help forming a pretty high 
opinion of himself. That’s not go- 
ing to happen to me. I’m a pretty 
happy person just as I am and I 


don’t want to spoil my enjoyment 
of life. 

“Anyhow, I’m not particularly 
interested in what is said about 
me. As long as I have good roles 
in good pictures, I’ll be satisfied 
to do as good a job as I can and 
let the praise or criticism fall 
where it may. I’m an actor, not; 
a scrap-book fan.” 


STORY SYNOPSIS 


(Not for publication): Re- 
porter Tim Haydon (John Gar- 
field) brings to light the ac- 
tivities of gang czar Bull 
Bransom (Stanley Fields) and 
is instrumental in sending him 
to Blackwell’s Island. Inves- 
tigating rumors that the isl- 
and prison is vice-ridden and 
run by corrupt politicians, Tim 
has himself sentenced to the 
prison for a short term, hoping 
to find there a clue to the 
murder of Sunny Walsh’s 
(Rosemary Lane) policeman 
brother. In prison, Branson at- 
tempts to kill Tim, who es- 
capes and reveals the unbe- 
lievable conditions on Black- 
well’s Island to the District 
Attorney. In the thrilling raid 
that follows, Tim gets an ex- 
clusive story, wins the girl, 
and sees the gang leader 
brought to justice. 


Rosemary Lane 


ADVANCE PUBLICITY —“BLACKWELL’S ISLAND” 
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John Garfield 


Starring in “Blackwell’s Island,’ coming to the Strand Theatre. 


Rosemary Lane Upholds 
Nurse's Sartorial Chic 


Rosemary Lane, as the pretty nurse, Sunny Walsh, 
in the Warner Bros. film, ‘“‘Blackwell’s Island,” which 
opens next Friday at the Strand Theatre, has decided that 
people in general haven’t given the modern “Florence 
Nightingale” a square deal in the sartorial department. 


“Somehow,” she explains, “peo- 
ple think of nurses as dowdy 
creatures whizzing around day 
and night in cold, starched uni- 
forms, with perhaps a_ thermo- 
meter in one hand and a bunch 
of unpalatable pills in the other. 
I guess they never stop to think 
that a nurse dresses up once in 
a while and has her own ideas 
about smart clothes, too.” 


Howard Shoup, who designed 
Miss Lane’s costumes for her role 
in “Blackwell’s Island,” created 
a number of dresses for her that 
will definitely show how smart 
and attractive Miss Nurse can 


really be when she and her uni- 

form have parted company. 
Rosemary’s favorite dress was 

of oxford grey shark-skin. 


The 
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Rosemary Lane 


Starred in “Blackwell’s Island” 
at the Strand Theatre. 


skirt was plain, with flaring full- 
ness at the hem and fitted snugly 
at the waist. A row of buttons 
and corresponding buttonholes 
added a deceiving jacket effect to 
the tailored yoke of the dress, 
and revealed a smart white pique 
dickey. A different touch was the 
false watch-pocket on the right 


side of the skirt. 

For breezy days, Rosemary 
wore a navy blue plaid tweed 
frock under her smart, form-fit- 
ting camel’s hair coat. Simpli- 
city was the keynote here, with 
a paneled skirt and simple neck- 
line which turned back to form 
smart revers accented by a navy 
blue ribbed binding. A pert navy 


blue felt hat topped off this 
street ensemble. 

In the lighter vein was a beige 
jersey two-piece dress. The kick 
pleat in the skirt gave freedom 
and the simple waist was given 
color by a brown and white dot- 
ted ascot. Unusual fan-like breast 
and hip pockets had rows of 
stitching for a tailored effect. 

“T guess this picture will show 
’em how a nurse can look on her 
‘night off’,” was Rosemary’s com- 
ment when she got her first look 
at her wardrobe for the picture. 


Rosemary Began 
As Band Vocalist 


Rosemary Lane, feminine star 
of ‘‘Blackwell’s Island,’’ the 
Warner Bros. film opening Friday 
at the Strand Theatre, was ‘‘ dis- 
covered’’ while she and her sister 
were trying out a song in a glass 
cubicle of a New York musie¢ store. 

Fred Waring, the celebrated or- 
chestra leader, happened to pass 
as Rosemary and her young sister, 
Priscilla, were singing the song. 
He signed them both to contracts 
as entertainers in his band. 

They came to Hollywood .with 
Waring for ‘‘ Varsity Show’’ and 
remained to become Warner Bros. 
stars. 


Fields Has Best 
Role Of Career 


Stanley Fields, after eight 
years in pictures, has his big- 
gest part in “Blackwell’s Isl- 
and,” the Warner Bros. picture 
opening Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. Except for John Gar- 
field, the star, the popular vil- 
lain is tops in script scenes, 
footage, closeups and every- 
thing but romance. 

Fields, prominent in films 
such as “Mutiny on the Boun- 
ty,” again plays a meanie role. 
This time he’s the gangster 
who made headlines some 
years ago by “taking over” 
the jail in which he was con- 
fined and turning it into a 
paying racket. 


UC 
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Vessel Is Dynamited 


For Realism In Film 


That good old fishing smack Mary Pedersen, once a 
familiar sight on the Pacific Ocean outside San Pedro, 
California, will sail the seas no more. She was blown to 
pieces recently — not in her home waters but at the edge 
of a big artificial lake at the Warner Bros. Studio. 


The Mary Pedersen was a sac- 
rifice to the needs of a melo- 
dramatic motion picture called 
“Blackwell’s Island,” which opens 
next Friday at the Strand Thea- 
tre. When her skipper (in the 
story) refuses to give up ten 
percent of his profits for “pro- 
tection” by a racketeering mob, 
he is warned that his craft will 
be destroyed. He doesn’t believe 


New Warner Bros. Film 


Reveals Racketeers’ Rule 
Of Old Blackwell’s Isle 


Pampering wealthy or politically influential pris- 
oners is the theme of “Blackwell’s Island,”’ the Warner 
Bros. melodrama starring John Garfield, which opens 
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A PRISON RIOT provides tense excitement in a scene from Warner 
Bros. “‘Blackwell’s Island” at Strand Friday. 


Friday at the Strand Theatre. It is based upon the clean- 
up in 1934. of the jail on the Island which lies in the mid- 
dle of the East River off New York City. 


The New York City authori- 
ties who brought about the ref- 
ormation of the place, revealed 
that certain inmates were getting 
liquor, dope or whatever else they 
wanted. They were living in 
ease. Some of them were even 
being escorted to the mainland 
for visits to their pals and girl 
friends. All this was stopped. 


“But that was really nothing 
new,” recollected Harry Seymour, 
veteran dialogue director of the 
picture. “Probably the most braz- 
en—and yet amusing—thing that 
happened at Blackwell’s Island 
concerned the prisoner who wore 
tailored convict uniforms of the 
finest silk. 


“This was Abe Hummel, no- 


torious lawyer, who did a 60-day 
stretch on the Island for subor- 
nation of perjury back in the first 
decade of the twentieth century. 


“Abe was an elegant dresser— 
one of the Broadway dandies— 
and the thought of wearing rough 
prison uniforms (and they had 
the gray and black stripes on 
them at that time, too) was re- 
pellant to him. So he had _ his 
Fifth Avenue tailor make him a 
dozen uniforms of the most lux- 
urious silk that Japan produced. 


“We would wear a uniform just 
one day, then send it to the laun- 
dry. Abe was probably the most 
pampered prisoner old Blackwell’s 
ever knew.” 


Stanley Fields Got A Broken Nose 
— So Decided To Give Up Boxing 


A permanently flattened nose was money in the bank for Stanley Fields. At the 
age of sixteen, Fields decided he wanted to be a prize fighter. That was in Pittsburgh 
and he soon found himself in the “ham and egg” preliminary class. He picked up a 
few dollars each time he entered the ring but he was never a “money’’ fighter. 


After a long, hard struggle, 
Fields eventually was matched 
with Benny Leonard, the light- 
weight champion. It looked for a 
time as if he would achieve his 
childhood ambition. But Leonard 
gave his ambition a severe set- 
back when he permanently flat- 
tened Fields’ nose and then, in 
the fifth round of their battle, 
knocked the challenger out. 
Fields decided the prize ring was 
no place for him. 

He had known Frank Fay, the 
vaudeville headliner and former 
husband of Barbara Stanwyck, 
for many years. After the fight, 


Fay suggested that he and Fields 
team up together. 

“With that flat nose of yours 
you ought to be a riot,” Fay said. 

Fields agreed and thus began a 
15-year career in vaudeville and 
stage work that led finally to a 
motion picture contract. 

His flattened nose has kept 
Fields in pictures now for nearly 
ten years and in that time he 
has earned more money than he 
ever dreamed of during his prize 
ring days. 

Fields is best known for his 
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comedy-heavy characterizations. 
He played another role of the 
type for which he is best noted 
in “Blackwell’s Island,” the War- 
ner Bros. production based on the 
New York City penitentiary, 
which opens Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. 

Fields is cast as a big-shot 
gangster who virtually ruled the 
prison until a new Commissioner 
of Correction raided it, putting 
an end to conditions which gain- 
ed for the penitentiary the title 
of “world’s worst prison.” 


it, but — boom! Up she goes! 


The smack, 55 feet long and 
with a beam of 15 feet, was pur- 
chased from a San Pedro ship- 
yard and moved by truck to the 
studio. There she was slid into 
the lake, and five light charges 
of dynamite were affixed to her 
hull by Ronald Berkscheid, the 
Warner expert on explosives. 


John Garfield 
Grateful For 
Chance To Act 


John Garfield, the brilliant 
young dramatic actor who was 
brought to Hollywood from New 
York by Warner Bros., disclosed 
on the set of his second starring 
production, “Blackwell’s Island,” 
now playing at the Strand Thea- 
tre, that he intends to contribute 
his services as a part-time dra- 
matie coach to the Angelo Patri 
school for problem children when 
he returns to Broadway to do a 
stage play within the next few 
months. 


He explained that he feels he 
owes his entire success to the 
school and particularly to its 
head, Angelo Patri, and that he 
has wanted to demonstrate his 
gratitude in a material way for 
a good many years. . 


His activity on the New York 
stage, playing in one production 
and often rehearsing for another 
at the same time, always has 
prevented him from carrying out 
his desire, but when he goes back 
to Broadway this time, it will be 
for one play only. This, he 
thinks, should give him the op- 
portunity to become a part-time 
coach at the famous institution. 


Born and bred in one of the 
toughest areas on earth, New 
York’s East Side, he admits that 
he was ripe material for the gang 
world, when he was sent to Mr. 
Patri. He had been expelled from 
every school he had attended and 
was considered incorrigible when 
Patri took him in hand at the 
age of fourteen. 


Patri remoulded his life, shap- 
ing his career toward dramaties. 
Under the spell of the brilliant 
psychologist, who gave Garfield 
the first kindness and sympathy 
he can remember, the youngster 
became an enthusiastic student of 
the theatre. He was a different 
personality when he left the 
school finally to accept a dra- 
matic scholarship at the Hecksher 
Foundation in New York. 


Character Name 
Sticks To Garfield 

He may be John Garfield on 
the star list of the Warner 
Bros. Studio, but around the 
lot, and especially to his lead- 
ing lady in “Blackwell’s Isl- 
and,” which opens at the 
Strand Theatre next Friday, 
he’s Mickey. 

The name Mickey has stuck 
to Garfield ever since the bril- 
liant New York stage star 
made his cinema debut in 
Warner Bros.’ “Four Daugh- 
ters.’ His character name in 
that production was Mickey 
Borden. 

Rosemary Lane, his leading 
lady in “Blackwell’s Island” 
and one of the four daughters 
in the production of that 
name, started calling him 
Mickey and it caught on im- 
mediately. 


CURRENT PUBLICITY—“BLACKWELL’S ISLAND” 


Punch Packed ‘Blackwell’s Island’ 
Opening Today At Strand Theatre 
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TWO-FISTED ACTION personifies the performance of John Gar- 


field starring in “Blackwell’s Island” with Rosemary Lane, now 


playing at the Strand Theatre. 


John Garfield Tops 


Own Financial Goal 


Years ago, when John Garfield, sensational find of 


“Four Daughters,” 


who recently starred in ‘They Made 


Me a Criminal,” was struggling for a start in the New 
York theatre, eking out a precarious living selling papers 
in the Bronx in the afternoon and carrying spears on to 
stages at night, he fixed “forty dollars a week” in his 
mind as the milestone of prosperity. 


He has never varied from that 
opinion. Forty dollars a week is 
still a “living wage” to Garfield, 
just as it is to many millions 
of others. The knowledge that 
he can go back to New York 
and be sure of that much income 
from stage work is his backlog 
of security and the foundation 
of his independence. 


Just how much Garfield is be- 
ing paid by Warner Bros. is a 
matter that only he, his agent 
and the Warner Bros. Studio 
know. Certainly it is more than 
several times $40 a week. Yet 
the young man seems sincere in 
his determination to do the kind 
of work he likes and to return 
to New York and the stage if 
he does not find it to do in Holly- 
wood. 


| Nonconformist 


Warned, good-naturedly, that 
he would either have to conform 
to the movie pattern or make a 
quick exit from picture work, 
Garfield shrugged his shoulders. 


“T’ll go back to New York,” he 
said quietly, “where I can always 
be sure of forty dollars a week. 
Material comforts aren’t as im- 
portant as mental and spiritual 
ones.” 


Several times in the past the 
young actor has deliberately left 
an important role in a successful 
stage play to take a less impor- 
tant part in a Group Theatre pro- 
duction where the pay is said to 
average about forty dollars a 
week. 

He brings the same attitude to 
pictures. Prospective stardom ap- 
parently means nothing to him 
unless it is stardom in the kind 
of roles he wants to play. 


| Likes His Roles 


Garfield liked his part in “Four 


Daughters,” which gained him | 


overnight renown in Hollywood, 
and then his first starring role in 
“They Made Me a Criminal,” but 
let it be known he would judge 
each succeeding role on its merits 
only. He also liked — wouldn’t 


have accepted it if he didn’t — 
his film role in “Blackwell’s Isl- 
and, the Warner Bros. picture 
now playing at the Strand Thea- 
tre. 


“T’ll never be a stuffed shirt,” 
he declares. “Not for a million 


dollars a year. What good would 
it do me? I wouldn’t know how 
to live up to it.” 

It is true that Garfield’s life, 
to date, has not been one that 
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John Garfield 


Starring in “Blackwell’s Island” 
now at the Strand Theatre. 


would condition him for the sud- 
den receipt of a million dollars. 
His early life was spent in squa- 
lid poverty in New York’s East 
Side and it was not until Angelo 
Patri interested the boy in dra- 
matics in his school for problem 
children that it seemed possible 
that he would end up any way 
except badly. 


Having found his feet, artistic- 
ally and professionally, Garfield 
will not now compromise with his 
ideals. If Hollywood doesn’t fit 
itself into his pattern of life, he 
will go back to the stage—where 
a sincere actor can always earn 
“forty dollars a week.” 


(Opening Day) 


John Garfield In 
‘Blackwell's Island’ 
At Strand Today 


**Blackwell’s Island,” the Warner Bros. picture opening today at the Strand The- 
atre, is based, as the title indicates, upon the prison scandal which amazed New York 
City several years ago. It gains additional interest from the fact that it presents John 
Garfield, who came to public attention in his debut as a screen actor in “Four Daugh- 


ters,”’ 


This time the young newcomer 
from the New York stage does 
not have, as he did in “Four 
Daughters,” a mere supporting 
role but is the central character 
of the story and naturally the 
star of the picture. The produc- 
tion is, in fact, a response by 
Warner Bros. to the insistent 
public demand for more of Gar- 
field which became manifest up- 
on the release of “Four Daugh- 
ters.” 

His part in the new picture is 
altogether different from the 
character he played in his first 
picture. He is, in “Blackwell’s 
Island,” a courageous, aggressive, 
dynamie young newspaper re- 
porter who succeeds brilliantly 
in achieving the goal he sets for 
himself. 


| Out for Revenge | 


That goal is two-fold: First, to 
bring to justice the gang leader 
and his henchmen who have mur- 
dered the policeman brother of 
the girl he loves, and, second, to 
expose and correct the fantastic 
conditions at the city jail on 
Blackwell’s Island. 

As is well known as a result 
of a far reaching investigation 
of conditions and management, 
the jail was virtually been taken 
over by a gang leader and his 
followers. They not only live in 
luxury, not only come and go as 
they please, but have actually 
organized the institution as a 
huge racket, with the less for- 
tunate prisoners as their cus- 
tomers and victims. All this is 
actually shown in the picture. 

In order to achieve his objec- 


and more recently as the star of ““They Made Me a Criminal.” 


HOT ON THE TRAIL — John 
Garfield and Victor Jory crack 
down on dangerous criminals in 
this scene from Warner Bros. 
“Blackwell’s Island,” current at- 
traction at the Strand Theatre. 
Garfield is the year’s starring 
sensation, gaining public acclaim 
first in “Four Daughters,” and 
then in his first leading role in 


“They Made Me A Criminal.’ 
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tive, Garfield, the reporter, gets 
himself sentenced to “Blackwell’s 
Island.” There he is subjected to 
a series of persecutions which, it 
is planned by the gang leader, 
will end with his death. But he 
manages to escape, lay his evi- 
dence before a new and honest 
commissioner of correction, and 
cooperate with that official in a 
sensational raid on the jail. The 
raid results in the eradication of 
all the evils at the jail. And, of 


| course, this gives the young re- 


porter a swell exclusive story. 

In addition to Garfield, the 
cast includes Rosemary Lane, 
Stanley Fields, Victor Jory, Dick 
Purcell, Morgan Conway, Gran- 
ville Bates, Anthony Averill, 
Peggy Shannon and Charley Foy. 
The screen play was written by 
Crane Wilbur from an original 
story by himself and Lee Katz, 
and the production was directed 
by William McGann. 


Big Breakage Bill 


More than four hundred plates, 
cups and saucers of the “break- 
away” variety were shattered 
during the filming of prison riot 
scenes for Warner Bros.’ “Black- 
well’s Island,” which is now play- 
ing at the Strand Theatre with 
John Garfield as its star. 


Has Fighting Record 


John Garfield, star of Warner 
Bros.’ ‘‘Blackwell’s Island,’’ 
which opens at the Strand Thea- 
tre next Friday, fought in two of 
Manhattan’s Golden Gloves ama- 
teur boxing tournaments. He 
reached the semi-finals in the 
lightweight division once. 


SHORTS: 


Did You Ever 
e Know That... 


Former Newsboy 


John Garfield, brilliant new 
Warner Bros. discovery, who 
heads the cast of the current 
Strand Theatre attraction, 
“Blackwell’s Island,’ sold news- 
papers on a Manhattan street 
corner until he reached the age 
of sixteen. 


Once A Champ 


Victor Jory, who plays the role 
of commissioner of correction in 
Warner Bros.’ “Blackwell’s Isl- 
and,” now showing at the Strand 
Theatre, formerly was middle- 
weight champion fighter of Aus- 
tralia. 


Champion In Actor's Clothing 


Director Bill McGann 
couldn’t have gotten a better 
man for the job he wanted 
done on his latest Warner 
Bros. production, “Blackwell’s 
Island,’’ which opens Friday at 
the Strand Theatre. 


McGann was shooting a pris- 
on riot—a reenaction of an ac- 
tual episode which occurred in 
a prison in 1934. He wanted 
some one to lift John Garfield, 
the brilliant young New York 
stage actor who stars in the 
picture, to his shoulders and 


carry him through the milling 
mob of prisoners and guards. 

McGann looked over the 
mob and singled out a husky 
locking individual. The big 
fellow lifted Garfield like a 
feather and carried him 
through the crowd, not on his 
shoulders but at arm’s length 
over his head. 

McGann later learned that 
he’d chosen Gus Sonnenberg, 
former world’s champion 
heavyweight westler and orig- 
inator of the celebrated ‘‘air- 
plane spin.” 
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Stanley Fields 
Meets The Mob 


Stanley Fields amused associates 
in the filming of ‘‘Blackwell’s Isl- 
and’’ the Warner Bros. prison 
thriller coming to the Strand Fri- 
day, with a story of an encounter 
he had with two holdup artists. 


On his way home from the stu- 
dio one night, he was stopped by 
two desperate looking young fel- 
lows who pointed a gun at him and 
demanded his 
money. He 
reached for 
change from 
the quarter he 
had with him 
and offered it 
to them, ex- 
plaining that 
was all he had. 

When he 
spoke, the ban- 
dits recognized 
him and refused 
the money. They 
told him how 
much they enjoyed his gangster 
portrayals on the screen and said 
they were great fans of his. 


Mat 103—I15c 
Stanley Fields 


Questioning the men, Fields 
learned they were down on their 
luck and hungry. He took them 
to his apartment and fed them, 
and when they left he gave each 
a $10 bill. 


““T suppose some people would 
criticise me for not turning them 
over to the police,’’ says Fields, 
‘*but what good would that do 
them? And besides, they gave me 
the greatest thrill I’ve had since 
entering pictures. ’’ 


CURRENT PUBLICITY—“BLACKWELL’S ISLAND” 


(Review ) 


‘Blackwell’s Island’ 
Jail Once Ruled By 
Rackets, Strand Hit 


For the first time, the well-nigh incredible conditions existing at the New York 
City jail on what is now called Welfare Island before they were exposed and correct- 
ed in 1934 are fully, vividly and authentically depicted on the screen in the Warner 
Bros. picture entitled “Blackwell’s Island,” which opened yesterday at the Strand 


Theatre. 

That alone would serve to make 
the new film both interesting and 
exciting, but it gains consider- 
ably more interest because it pre- 
sents John Garfield, undoubtedly 
the screen “find” of the year, in 
as vital a role as he had in “Four 
Daughters,” and “They Made Me 
a Criminal.” 

There is no doubt that the pic- 
ture public is anxious to see a 
great deal more of this talented 
young reeruit from the New York 
stage, and the Warner studio is 
to be congratulated upon having 
jumped him immediately into a 
starring role. 

He is by every definition a star 
in “Blackwell’s Island,” and he 
earries off his important assign- 
ment with a sure skill. His per- 
formance is so good, in fact, that 
it forces one to decide that ex- 
perience in any particular medi- 
um of acting is not nearly so 
important as just being a good 
actor — and that’s what John 
Garfield undoubtedly is. 


| New Garfield 


His part in “Blackwell’s Isl- 
and” is worlds removed from the 
pessimistic defeatist he played in 
his first picture. In the new film 
he is a very practical optimist 
— a courageous, aggressive young 
newspaper reporter to whom ad- 
versity is a challenge and who 
succeeds in shaping events to his 
own purposes. 

The sereen play, written by 
Crane Wilbur from an original 
story by himself and Lee Katz, 
tells how the young reporter sin- 
gle-handedly fights both a notori- 
ous racketeering gang and the 
corrupt political machine which 
protects the gang. 


| Locale Changes | 


It becomes a jail story when 
the leader of the gang is sen- 
tenced to Blackwell’s Island — 
the former name of Welfare Isl- 
and — for one of the lesser of 
his crimes. It gains elements of 
exciting melodrama when the 
gang leader and his henchmen 
murder the policeman who has 
been chiefly instrumental in put- 
ting him in jail. 

The jail sequences are at once 
shocking, fantastic and amusing, 


for they show as was actually 
the case — the gang “big-shot” 
and his followers living in luxury, 
coming and going as they please, 
and actually running the institu- 
tion as a big racket. 

For the three-fold purpose of 
bringing the gang leader to jus- 
tice, exposing the shocking con- 
ditions at the jail and getting a 
good exclusive story, the reporter, 
has himself sentenced to the 
place. There he is persecuted by 
the gangsters running the jail 
and is about to be murdered by 
them when he escapes and lays 
his evidence before a newly ap- 
pointed — and honest — commis- 
sioner of correction. 

Just as in the real story upon 
which the film is based, the com- 
missioner makes a surprise raid 
on the prison, and exposes and 
corrects the rotten conditions 


which the film story so vividly 
depicts. 


| Powerful Film | 


It’s strong stuff, this picture, 
and it’s played to the hilt by a 
large and exceptionally well-se- 
lected cast, which, in addition to 
Garfield, includes such luminaries 
as Rosemary Lane, Stanley 
Fields, Victor Jory and Dick 
Pureell, as well as Morgan Con- 
way, Granville Bates, Anthony 
Averill, Peggy Shannon and Char- 
ley Foy in lesser roles. 

The production was directed by 
William MeGann, and it should 
add considerable lustre to the rep- 
utation he won as a director of 
prison stories with his work on 
the notably successful “Aleatraz 
Island.” 


Stanley Fields Meets 
Ill Deserved Fate 


A film villain got his face slapped by a lady visitor 
to the Warner Bros. Studio one day — and, for once in 
his career of dastardly deeds, he was punished unjustly. 


Stanley Fields was the film vil- 
lain. The name of the lady was 
not learned, but she was young, 
pretty, and important enough to 
be shown around the studio with 
her husband and a special guide. 


She watched a scene of “Black- 
well’s Island,’ the Warner Bros. 


picture now playing at the Strand | 


Theatre. In this scene Fields, as 
a gangster with a practical joke 
complex, pressed a concealed but- 
ton on his desk and Peggy Shan- 
non’s skirts were blown above 
her head by a “blower” in the 
floor. 


Director William MeGann ok- 
ayed the scene and the camera 
apparatus was moved, but Fields 
was told to hold his position 
while lights were adjusted for a 
“stil” picture. 

The lady visitor moved, and 
stood above the blower while 
trying to get a glimpse of the 
leading lady, Rosemary Lane, in 
the next room. As you’ve guess- 
ed, the lady’s skirts were blown 
above her head. Unlike Peggy, 


she hadn’t anticipated such a 
thing, so her embarrassment was 
greater. 


Certain that Fields had done 
the ignoble deed, she slapped the 
astounded actor so hard his ears 
rang. Then she had to apologize 
for it was revealed that the blow- 
er wasn’t actuated by the but- 
ton Fields had pressed in the 
scene, at all. Her own husband 
had accidentally pressed the 
lever. 


Swell For Laundries 


Stanley Fields, comic-heavy 
who portrays a big-shot gangster 
in Warner Bros.’ “Blackwell’s 
Island,” used an average of six 
starch-fronted shirts a day dur- 
ing production. The intense heat 
on the sets wilted each shirt after 
about an hour of wear. “Black- 
well’s Island” is the current at- 
traction at the Strand. 


Gag Electric Chair Comes Back 
With Shocking Effect On All 


The wired chair reappeared recently on a motion picture set after four years of 
exile. But the practical joke device, favorite of Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., and prank- 
some directors of silent film fame such as Marshall Neilan and Allan Dwan, was for 


film use only. 

Great as was the temptation, 
nobody on the set of the Warner 
Bros. film, “Blackwell’s Island,” 
which is now playing at the 
Strand Theatre, lured anyone else 
to sit in the seat from which the 
sitter would get up quicker than 
he sat down, because of the sting- 
ing shock from the concealed 
electric wires. 

This abstinence was in obedi- 
ence to the ban instituted by pro- 
ducers some years ago, after quite 
a few persons had been injured 
by such devices. Injuries some- 
times resulted from shock itself, 
in cases of weak heart or sensi- 
tive nerves; more often from in- 


voluntary acrobatics performed 
by the person leaving the “hot 
seat.” 

The wired chair used in “Black- 
well’s Island” helps illustrate the 
practical joke mania of a new 
type of gangster, played by Stan- 
ley Fields. There were countless 
other practical joke gags in the 
scene; some were used between 
scenes on unwary visitors to the 
set. 


| Victims Consent | 


With the consent of Peggy 
Shannon and John Garfield, vic- 


tims of the wired chair in the 
story, Director William McGann 
had the device actually working 
during a “take,” because, he said, 
“Nobody can fake what a wired 
chair does to dignity.” 

Included in the east are John 
Garfield, the year’s starring sen- 
sation, Rosemary Lane, Stanley 
Fields, Victor Jory and Dick Pur- 
cell as well as Morgan Conway, 
Granville Bates and Peggy Shan- 
non in lesser roles. 

The production was directed by 
William MeGann, who made the 
highly successful “Aleatraz Isl- 
and.” 
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Rosemary Lane 


Starred with John Garfield in “Blackwell’s Island,’ Warner Bros. 
film now playing at the Strand Theatre. 


Rosemary ‘Middle’ Lane 
Now Dramatic Actress 


Rosemary Lane rode into pictures on wings of song 
but in “Blackwell’s Island,”? currently showing at the 
Strand Theatre, in which she plays opposite John Gar- 
field, Warner Bros.’ brilliant new dramatic discovery, she 
is shorn for the first time of the vocal talent that launch- 


ed her professional career. 

Warners are convinced they 
have in the “middle” of the three 
Lane sisters, who scored such a 
smashing success in “Four Daugh- 
ters,’ a dramatic actress equally 
as brilliant as her two sisters if 
she is given the proper material. 
They feel sure she has the mate- 
rial in “Blackwell’s Island,” a 
story based on New York’s grim 
city prison and the sordid condi- 
tions that existed within its walls 
until a new commissioner of cor- 
rection executed a deft clean-up 
a few years ago. 

As the nurse 
in “Blackwell’s 
Island’’ who 
plays such an 
important part 
in aiding John 
Garfield, who is 
a reporter, to 
gather the evi- 
dence that 
leads to thrill- 
ing raids and a 
complete re-or- 
ganization 
within the city prison, Miss Lane 
has that opportunity. She doesn’t 
sing a note; she doesn’t dance a 
single step but, according to Wil- 
liam MeGann, who directed, she 
demonstrates a wealth of dra- 
matic talent heretofore concealed 
behind a variety of singing and 
dancing roles, not excluding 
“Four Daughters,” in which Rose- 
mary again was the “middle of 
the three Lanes, capturing for 
herself neither romance nor hus- 
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MeGann Specialist 
On “Island’’? Films 


Genial, red-cheeked, Trish Bill 
McGann has become “Director of 
Island pictures” at the Warner 
Bros. Studio. 


It was Bill who guided the 
making of the enormously suc- 
cessful “Aleatraz Island,” which 
was one of the box-office smashes 
of. last season. For this season 
he has done “Blackwell’s Island,” 
another prison-drama, dealing 
with the ancient prison in New 
York’s East River, which opens 
next Friday at the Strand. 

This is John Garfield’s second 
starring role, his first was in the 
successful “They Made Me a Crim- 
inal” with the “Dead End” kids. 


band but emerging as the one 
great vocal success of the four 
daughters of music maestro 
Claude Rains. 

Meanwhile, with this new 
career shaped for her by the 
studio to which she and _ her 
younger sister, Priscilla, are un- 
der long-term contract, Rosemary 
is satisfying her love for song 
with between-the-scenes bursts of 
vocalizing. 

It was with Waring that Rose- 
mary, together with Priscilla, 
came to Hollywood. That was 
when Waring contracted to do a 
picture with his band and enter- 
tainers for Warner Bros. Waring 
made his picture and departed, 
but he left three important mem- 
bers of his troupe behind — Rose- 
mary and Priscilla Lane and 
Johnny “Scat” Davis. 

Warners figured that any or all 
three would be welcome adjuncts 
to their musical productions, but 
the fates willed otherwise. Davis 
emerged as a sparkling comedian; 
Priscilla proved herself a brilliant 
discovery in “Four Daughters,” 
and now Rosemary reaches dra- 
matic heights in “Blackwell’s 
Island,” and now she aims for 
better roles. 


“Welfare Island’’ 


New Name 

You can’t change the old, his- 
toric name of an institution or a 
place and make the new name 
stick. The public won’t have it. 

In New York City’s East River 
there is a prison on an island 
long known as “Blackwell’s Isl- 
and.” A few years ago some of 
the ultra-modern experts in pen- 
ology decided that some of the 
curse of being imprisoned in 
Blackwell’s might be taken off 
were the place called “Welfare 
Island.” So it was officially 
christened that — but it’s still 
called by its old name by New 
Yorkers. 

And “Blackwell’s Island” is the 
name of the movie melodrama 
produced by Warner Bros. with 
John Garfield as its star which 
is now showing at the Strand 
Theatre. 
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